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Pamim In Mnlto. 

• 

BY JJOSAM, 

What a strange and fickle machine, man is any 
way ! One man thinks a frame house and paling 
fence ia good enough for his neighbor, while prob- 
ably he himself will not be satisfied with any 
thing leas than a fine brick and an ornamented 
iron fence. Then again a women, according to 
the same rule, thinks a straw hat and calico 
dresses good enough for the woman around the 
corner. 

Brethren, never try to run a lie down, you will 
never be able to catch up with it It will always 
be a little ahead of you. Besides, it will not pay, 
you had better stay at home and live it down. 

We hear about Christianity freezing out, I won- 
der what happens to it during the warm weather, 
when we are so anxious and occupied about the 
gathering and thrashing of our crops, and we be- 
come no tired out, that on Sunday we have no in- 
clination to do any thing but to visit some of our 
friends that "wc have not seen for so long." 

When the text, "First seek the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness and all these things shall be 
ftddecl unto you," will take firm hold upon the 
hearts of professing Christians, we will see a gen- 
eral revolution in the Christian world. Some how 
or other this text has become so mangled, that in 
the actions of many worldly-minded people, it 
reads : "First seek scrape, dig and scratch from 
early morn till late at nigbt to accumulate and 
buy ihe farm next to yours, and then if you have 
any other inclinations and time left, and you are 
not too tired, you can devote it to religion." 

To bring a live and profitable issue before the 
brotherhood, 1 would like to hear some of our 
brethren give a practical explanation of Paul's ad- 
monition, "work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling." Phil. 3: IS. A discussion of a 
subject like this in a Christian spirit, must natur- 
ally terminate in good. 

Brethren editors, knowing that you take advice 
very kindly, I would suggest that you will be 
sure to get the coming Brethren'* Annual out in 
time. You know as 1885 draws to a close, the 
Brethren and others with characteristic fore- 
thought make preparations for a new year. And 
if the Annual is not on hand, they provide them- 
selves with some kind of a substitute, and your 
agents cousequentl v, when trying to sell, are often 
told by those who would otherwise patronize you, 
that they have already bought. 


What, Wilt Thou Have He to Do t 
"Faith without works is dead, being alone." 
When an evil heart of unbelief bears sway, we see 
the results ; and when living faith is exercised, 
there are also fruits which grow to the glory of 
God. It is a serious question for Christians to 
consider, — what is their duty, not as professors of 
religion , not as mem hers of this cburch or that 
church, hut as servants of the Living God, as per- 
sons who are bought with the blood of Jesus 
Christ, as men and women who have solemnly and 
openly renounced the world, and who have been 
buried with Christ by baptism into death, in 
token that they died to the pomps and vanities 
and sins of tint world, and that henceforth they 
are servants of God, who are to do, not their own 
wills, but his will ; who are to go where he bids 
them go, say what be bids them say, and do what 
he bids thein do ; and who have no more right to 
stop and inquire whether they shall or shall not 
do God's will; than a man whom you have hired 
to (U> your work has to stop at every order vou 
give, and discuss whether it it best to obey it or 
not . 

Whan we come to consider the blessings that 
are granted to those who do serve God ; when we 
hesr our Savior say, "He that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
mother, and sister, and brother ;" when we learn 
that all God's grace here, and all his glory here- 
after, is granted to those who do his wit), and who, 
having believed with the heart unto righteousness, 
confess Christ as their Master, take him to be 
their Ruler, and follow him as their Lord ; when 
we have comprehended in any degree this great 
truth, then there comes inevitable the question, 


"Lord, what wilt thou have me to dor" If I am 
a servant of God I want to go to work. The man 
who stands in the marketplace says, "No man 
hath hired me;", but the man who haa been hired, 
and has gone into the vineyard, simply w»nts to 
know whut work there is to be done. 

This is the question for each one of us to con 
sider, "What has the Lord for me to do V" It is 
more important than to consider what the Lord 
would have the church do; it is more important 
than it is to consider what the Lord would have 
the brethren and sisters do. If each one shall ask 
the question, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do ? and get the answer to the question, we may 
see some work done without waiting to see what 
the Lord will have others to do. 

I look out and see work to be done, the har- 
vest is great and the laborers are few. Whether 
souls are saved or not, men are perishing ; 
whether meetings are held or not, men are dying; 
whether people pray or not, the theatres, and the 
concerts, and the halls of mirth and pleasure are 
in full blast ; and people are drifting away into 
pleasure and folly, and the graves are opening on 
the right band and on the left ; and there are some 
who iright have been saved a little while ago, that 
are beyond our reach now ; and there are some 
who are in our reach now, that in a little while 
will be beyond our influence. Beloved let us 
pray God to show us each our duty, and let us 
hold ourselves in readiness to work the work of 
God, that wc may be found of him in peace. — 
The Christian. 


"Let Me Pray First" 

A sweet and intelligent little -girl was passing 
quietly through the streets of a certain town a short 
time since, when she came to a spot where several 
idle boys were throwing stones. Not observing 
her, out* of the boys, by accident, threw a stone and 
struck her a cruel blow in the eye. 

She was carried home in great agony. The doc- 
tor was sent for, and a painful operation was de- 
claied necefcsaiy. When the time came, and the 
surgeon had taken out his instruments, she lay in 
her father'* arms hea-ked her if she was ready to 
let the doctor do what he could to cure her eye. 

"No father, not yet," she replied. 

"What do you wish us to wait for, my child?'' 

"I want to kneel in your lap and pray to Jesus 
fii>t,"she answered. 

And then, kneeling, she prayed a few minutes, 
and afterward qpbfaitled to the operation with all 
the patience of a strong woman. 

How beautiful this little girl appears under these 
trying circumstances ! Surely Jeans heard the 
prayer made in that hour ; and he will hear every 
child that calls upon his name. Every pain can 
be enduied when we ask Je'sus to help us bear it. 
— Episcopal Recorder, 


The Power of a Holy Life. 

Our power in drawing men to Christ springs 
chiefly from the fullness of our personal joy with 
him, and the nearness of our personal communion j 
with him. The countenance that reflects most of 
Christ, and shines most with his love and grace, 
ia now fitted to attract the gaze of the careless,, 
giddy world, and their restless souls from the fasci- 
nation of creature love, creature beauty. 

A minister of the gospel must be the fruit of m 
holy, peaceful, loving intimacy with the Lord. Ob, 
how much depends on the holiness of our lite, the 
consistency of our character, the heavenliness of 
our walk aud conversation ! Our life cannot be one 
of harmless obscurity. We must either repel or 
attract — save or ruin souls 1 How loud, then, the 
call ; how strong the motive to spirituality of souIb 
and circumspectness of life. How solemn the 
warning against worldly -mindedness and vanity, 
against levity and frivolity, against negligence, 
sloth, formality and sin. 

Of all men the minister of Christ is especially 
called to walk with God. Everything depends on 
this; his own peace and joy, his own further r* ward 
at the coming of the Lord. This ia the grand secret 
of ministerial success. One who obeys God reflects 
the light of his countenance upon a benighted 
world ; and the closer he walks, the more of this 
light does he reflect. One who walks with God 
carries in his very air and countenance a sweet se- 
renity and holy joy that speads tranquillity around. 
One who walks with God receives and imparts life 
whithersoever he goes ; as it is written, "Out of '• 
him shall flow rivers of living water." lie is not 
merely the world's light, but the world's fountain, 
dispending the water of life on every side, and 
making the barren to blossom as a rose. His life 
is blessed, his example is blessed, his intercourse is 
blessed ; his words are blessed, his ministry is 
blessed ! Souls are saved, sinners converted, and 
many are turned from their iniquity. — Horatius 
Bonar. 


A Good Rnle. 

Christ gives one excellent rule, which if acted 
on, would prevent in a large measure the small ill- 
feelings that so much embitter society. "If thy 
brother offend thee, go and tell him his fault be- 
tween him and thee alone." If that were done, 
how many offence* would be smoothed down, and 
how many more would vanish away altogether! To 
do that sometimes needs delicacy and tact, but the 
pleasantness o( reconciliation makes it well worth 
while, not to tq>eak of it as our bounden duty. 
Whether others do their duty towards us or not we 
are to do our duty to them. But pride and coward- 
ice stand in the way, and instead of seeking the 
offender alone in a kindly and generous spirit, wc 
don't go to him at all but we go and tell others of 
his misdeeds, often with ill-natured embellishments, 
until by much talking a very small matter becomes 
a very great one. Besides, it gratifies our vanity 
to make a black back-ground of others, against 
which our own whiteness may show to advantage 
— sham virtue. All this shows spirit no doubt 
improper spirit. Aud besides being wrong, it is 
nota very pleasing arrangement J to be ready to 
take offense, to keep spites, to cherish bitter 
thoughts of others, does not make Paradise witnin 
any mors than around us, however common it may 
be, and however spirited it may seem. "Ye fools 
aud blind." — The QoiviSb. 

The action of man is a representative type of 
his thought and will ; and a work of charity is the 
representative type of the charity within, in the 
soul and mind. 


Morning and Evening. 

"And ttie evening und tlie rooming were the first d&y."— ■ G*o- 

tsh 1. 6, 

The evening was darkness and the morning was * 
light, aud yet the two together are called by the 
name that is given to the light alone. This is some- 
what remarkable, but it has an exact analogy in 
spiritual experience. In every believer there is 
darkness and light, and yet he is not to be named 
a sinner because their is sin in him, but he is to be 
called a saint, because he possesses some degree of 
holiness. This will be a most comforting thought 
to those who are bearing their infirmities, and who 
ask, "Can I be a child of God while there ia so 
much darkness in me ?'* Yes, for you, like the day, 
take not your name from the evening, but from the 
morning ; and yuu are spoken of in the world of 
God as if you wore even now perfectly, holy, as 
you will be soon. You are called tb« child of light, , 
th6ugh their is darkness in you stilt. You are 
named after what is the predominating quality in 
the sight of God, which will one day be the only 
principle remaining. Observe that the evening 
comes first. Naturally we are darkness first in or- 
der of time, and gloom is often first in our mourn- 
ful apprehension, driving us to cry out in deep 
humiliation, "God be merciful to me a sinner.'* 
The place of the morning is second ; it dawns when 
grace receives nature. It is a blessed aphorism of 
John Bunyan, "That which is last, lasts forever." 
That which is first yields in due season to the last, 
but nothing comes after the last. So that though 
you are naturally darkness, when once you become 
light in the Lord, there is no evening to follow; 
" thy sun shall no more go down, " The day iu 
this life is an evening and a morning; but the 
second day, when we are with God lorever, shall be 
a day with no evening, but one sacred, high eternal 

noon. 

"O long-ex |iecU'il day, begin, 
1'iiwn on these renting of wns and tf!n." 

— SPBROEO.V. 1 


If there is a right thing to be done, and we seem 
to pass through a wrong on our way to jt, depend 
upon it there's another way to it and a better one 
and it is our own fault, and not God's that we do 
not find it — Edward Garbett. 


